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features discernible in the sphere of national finance and, still more,
in view of the very precarious conditions of existence in which the
majority of the rural population at this time found themselves.
The repercussion, in the political sphere, of widespread economic
distress took a form in Japan which was not unlike its manifestations
in many of the countries of Europe. The term 'Fascism' was freely,
if rather loosely, applied to the movement in Japan which was
directed against politicians and industrial capitalists—the two being
closely linked in the popular mind. Three months of the year 1933
were occupied with the trial of those concerned in the murder of
Mr. Inukai.1 The Procurator's report at the close of the proceedings
contained a statement of the motives of the accused which was almost
an apology for them. They believed, the report says, 'that only by
drastic means can the corruption of political parties, the tyranny of
financial concerns and the exploitation of the masses by privileged
classes be rectified'. This was the key-note of the defence made by
the prisoners, who were allowed such a degree of latitude in expound-
ing their political creed that, as the correspondent of The Times
observed, fthe broad result was an extensive publicity for the ideas
that Parliament is decadent and politicians corrupt and that drastic
reforms are needed7.2 To conclude the history of the trial, it should
be recorded that no death sentences were pronounced, that two of
the naval officers principally involved were condemned by the court
martial to fifteen years' imprisonment, three to ten years, and one
to one year, and that the eleven cadets concerned were each sentenced
to a term of four years. One million Japanese are said to have signed
with blood a plea for clemency.3
It was characteristic of Japanese political philosophy that the pro-
ceedings at political murder trials should be so effective a mirror
of the national state of mind. In some cases actual and attempted
assassinations of leading persons in the political and financial world
were represented by the perpetrators of the deed as impersonal
gestures designed to propagate their political doctrines. Besides the
attack on cbig business', on corrupt politicians, and on Communism,
these doctrines included the repudiation of Japan's acceptance of
the restrictions imposed by the Naval Treaties; and the ex-Prime
Minister, Baron Wakatsuki, who upheld the London Treaty, was the
1	See the Survey for 1932, p. 426.
2	The Times, 12th September, 1933.
3	Civilian prisoners were tried in the' Civil Court which issued verdicts in
February 1934, including a life sentence on Tachibana, the head of the patriotic
agrarian school.   The differences between these and the courts martial sen-
tences evoked criticism.

